[image: https://www.woodside-ce-school.co.uk/core/passwords/read_logo/e8c273584eb86001968985ac91776bc0]Woodside C of E Primary School – Curriculum Overview: Music


[bookmark: _Hlk106097678][bookmark: _Hlk218856322]“Music is the universal language of mankind.” – Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Purpose
At Woodside C of E Primary School, we aim for all pupils to learn and achieve through our vision of ‘Together in God’s love we inspire and grow through living life in all its fullness.’ – John 10:10.

At Woodside, music is the heartbeat of our school. It brings our community together, encourages expression and confidence, and gives every child the chance to experience the joy and power of making music. Our bespoke music offer blends high‑quality curriculum teaching with rich musical experiences that help children grow as performers, creators and listeners.

The aims of the Music curriculum at Woodside are:
· To give the children a good foundation in a range of musical skills. 
· To give the children opportunities to learn a range musical instruments. 
· To inspire the children to continue with their music education once they leave Woodside. 
· To give the children regular opportunities to perform. 
· To provide opportunities to listen to music from a range of genres and cultures. 
A Curriculum Led by Specialists Who Inspire
Music at Woodside is taught weekly across the school by two passionate specialists:
· John Lavis, Music Champion and subject lead
· Andy Welch, PPA Music Teacher

Every class also takes part in a weekly whole‑school singing assembly, enabling children to sing joyfully together, learn new repertoire and observe both specialists modelling live musicianship.

A High‑Quality Curriculum Built from Charanga and Enriched at Woodside
Our curriculum is underpinned by Charanga, ensuring full coverage of the National Curriculum and the Model Music Curriculum with clear progression in singing, playing, composing and listening.

Long‑term planning ensures a rich and varied musical journey from EYFS to Year 6, with units such as “Let Your Spirit Fly,” “Hands, Feet, Heart,” “Bringing Us Together,” “Ukulele,” “Djembe,” and many more across the year.

Repetition and carefully sequenced learning help children build secure understanding of rhythm, pulse, pitch, notation and musical vocabulary.
Instrumental Learning for All – A Standout Strength

Curriculum Organisation
In Early Years, we use Charanga for our music curriculum. The children learn to sing a range of simple songs which they sing throughout the year. They also join in with a range of musical activities such as: keeping the pulse, copying simple rhythms and exploring high and low pitches. 

Across Key Stages 1 and 2, we use Charanga as a basis for our music curriculum. During each half term, the children learn to sing at least 1 song, they listen to music from a range of genres, they learn to play a part on the glockenspiel to accompany one of the songs, improvise on tuned and untuned percussion instruments and compose music for tuned and untuned instruments. Each music lesson will include several of these activities. Lessons usually begin with a warm-up which may involve keeping the pulse, copying rhythms, copying vocal phrases or reading rhythmic notation. Rhythm and pitch notation are taught throughout Key Stage 2.  Compositions will be recorded / notated in a variety of ways and music technology will also be used to help the children to be creative. Musical vocabulary is taught in all music lessons, with a different dimension of music being focussed on each half term. In addition to this, in Key Stage 2 the children spend the spring term learning to play the ukulele (Years 3 and 4) and the djembe (Years 5 and 6). 

All Key Stage 2 pupils learn two musical instruments during their time at Woodside:
· Glockenspiels – fostering early musicianship, notation reading and ensemble skills
· Djembe drums – developing rhythmic confidence, cultural understanding and group performance
This guaranteed instrumental entitlement ensures equity, high standards and unforgettable musical experiences for every child.

Growing Talent Through Peripatetic Lessons and Rocksteady
To extend musical opportunity beyond curriculum time, Woodside offers:
· Peripatetic instrumental lessons for children who wish to deepen their musicianship
· Free peripatetic lessons for pupil premium pupils, ensuring inclusion and access
· The newly launched Rocksteady programme, giving children the opportunity to form real bands, rehearse together weekly, perform as a group and build teamwork, confidence and stage presence. 
· 
These opportunities encourage a love of music, nurture developing talent, and give children experience of performing in authentic musical settings.
Inclusive Music for Ivy Class (SRP) Pupils

Music is a powerful tool for self- expression, communication and life skills. Our Ivy Class (SRP) pupils take part in musical learning as part of their personalised life- skills curriculum, with adjustments and support to enable full participation in lessons, singing assemblies, Rocksteady sessions and performances. 
This ensures music is accessible, meaningful and joyful for every child at Woodside.

Performing at the Heart of School Life
Children at Woodside perform confidently and proudly throughout the year to a wide range of audiences, including:
· Parents and carers
· Parish and local community
· Whole‑school worship and church services
Annual musical events include:
· Young Voices – giving KS2 children the unforgettable experience of performing at a major arena
· The KS2 Musical Theatre Production – with recent shows such as Music Through the Ages and The Lion King, offering opportunities for singing, solos, acting, backstage roles, dancing and ensemble work
· Harvest, Christmas, Easter and end‑of‑year services as part of our church calendar
Every KS2 child has the opportunity to take part—there is a place for everyone in our musical community.

A Typical Music Lesson at Woodside
Our lessons are lively, structured and inclusive. A typical lesson includes:
· Warm‑up activities exploring pulse, rhythm and pitch
· Retrieval tasks revisiting previously learnt vocabulary and skills
· Introduction of new musical vocabulary
· Listening tasks using taught terminology
· Practical musicianship: singing, glockenspiel playing, improvisation and composition
This structure ensures children make excellent progress and develop pride in their musical achievements.

What Makes Woodside’s Music Curriculum Special?
· Specialist‑led teaching across the whole school
· A strong curriculum foundation through Charanga
· Guaranteed instrumental learning for all KS2 pupils
· Inclusive peripatetic provision, including free access for pupil premium pupils
· Rocksteady band opportunities to develop confidence and collaboration
· Musical experiences woven through the church calendar and wider community
· High‑quality performance opportunities, from school shows to major arenas
· Music as a core part of our identity—the heartbeat of Woodside
At Woodside, we don’t just teach music, we grow musicians, performers and confident young people who find joy in the power of sound.


	Reception
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Singing



	Pat a cake
Name song
1 2 3 4 5
Five Little Ducks
Things for fingers

	I’m a little tea pot
The grand old duke of York
Ring O’Roses
Hickory Dickory Dock
Not too diffiuclt
The A B C song

	Wind The Bobbin Up Rock-a-bye Baby 
Five Little Monkeys Jumping On The Bed Twinkle Twinkle 
If You're Happy And You Know It 
Head, Shoulders, Knees And Toes

	Old Macdonald 
Incy Wincy Spider 
Baa Baa Black Sheep Row, Row, Row Your Boat 
The Wheels On The Bus 
The Hokey Cokey

	Big Bear Funk
Baa Baa Black Sheep Row, Row, Row Your Boat 
The Wheels On The Bus 
The Hokey Cokey
Hickory Dickory Dock
	Big Bear Funk 
Baa Baa Black Sheep Twinkle Twinkle
 Incy Wincy Spider 
Rock-a-bye Baby 
Row, Row, Row Your Boat


	Musical activities 

	Find the pulse
Copy clap rhythm of names
Explore high and low sounds
	Find the pulse
Copy clap rhythm of short phrases from songs. 
Explore high and low pitch in songs. 
Invent a pattern to go with a song on 1 note. 

	Find the pulse
Copy clap rhythm of small phrases from songs. 
Explore high and low pitch in songs. 

Use the starting
note to explore
melodic patterns
using one or two
notes.
	Find the pulse
Copy clap rhythm of small phrases from songs. 
Explore high and low pitch in songs. 

Use the starting
note to explore
melodic patterns
using one or two
notes.
	Keep the beat of a song with a pitched note. 
Add pitched notes to
the rhythm of the
words or phrases i n
the song.
Enjoy playing
patterns using a
combination of any
of the three notes C,
D and E.

	Recap activities that have been completed throughout the year. 





	Year 1
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Vocabulary focus




Genres listened to



	[bookmark: _Hlk158128322]tempo
pulse
fast        slow        moderately fast



soul    hiphop
	dynamics
loud    
quiet 
gradually getting louder / quieter


soul
hiphop     reggae
pop       classical


	texture
together
solo



blues   baroque
latin   bhangra
folk   funk


	tempo
pulse
fast        slow        moderately fast



bossa nova      film
latin     jazz


	repeat


pop       film


	pitch
high     low





Classical 
20th century 

	Singing and playing

	Hey You

Glockenspiel  
Notes : C

Untuned percussion instruments. 
	Rhythm In The Way We Walk
Banana Rap

Glockenspiel  
Notes: D

Untuned percussion instruments.
	In The Groove

Glockenspiel  
Notes: C  D 

Untuned percussion instruments.
	Round And Round

Glockenspiel  
Notes: C  D 

Untuned percussion instruments.
	Your Imagination

Glockenspiel  
Notes: C  D 

Untuned percussion instruments.
	Sing and perform songs learnt.  throughout the year.

	Improvisation and composition 



	Improvise on glockenspiel using the note C
Improvise on untuned percussion instruments. 
	Improvise on glockenspiel using the note D
Compose for untuned percussion instruments using music technology. 
	Improvise and compose on glockenspiel using the notes C  D
Improvise on untuned percussion instruments.
	Improvise and compose on glockenspiel using the notes D  E
Improvise on untuned percussion instruments.
	Compose music to tell a story using untuned percussion instruments. 
	Compose music to go with a picture using untuned percussion instruments.

	Year 2
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Vocabulary focus



Genres listened to



	tempo
pulse
fast        slow        moderately fast


Music from South Africa
	dynamics
loud    quiet 
medium loud / quiet
gradually getting louder / quieter

rock


	texture
together
solo



reggae


	tempo
pulse
fast        slow        moderately fast




	Repeat
repetition





jazz


	pitch
high     low





pop   rock
calypso   funk 

	Singing and playing

	Hands Feet Heart

Glockenspiel  
Notes : G A B C

Untuned percussion instruments. 
	I Wanna Play In A Band

Glockenspiel  
Notes: F G C

Untuned percussion instruments.
	Zootime

Glockenspiel  
Notes: C  D 

Untuned percussion instruments.
	Orchestra Song
Rainbows

Glockenspiel  
Notes: C  D  E G A

Untuned percussion instruments.
	The Music Man
Music Is All Around

Glockenspiel  
Notes: E F G A

Untuned percussion instruments.
	The Sunshine Song
Four White Horses

Glockenspiel  
Notes: C D E F G


	Improvisation and composition 



	Improvise and compose on glockenspiel using the notes C  D E
Improvise on untuned percussion instruments. 
	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes F G
Compose music to go with a picture using untuned percussion instruments. 
	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes C  D
Compose a melody using music technology.
	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes A B C
Compose an accompaniment for  untuned percussion. 
	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes A B C
Compose music to tell a story using untuned percussion instruments. 
	Compose music for several untuned percussion instruments and 2 pitches on the glockenspiel. Use a rhythm grid to notate. 



	Year 3
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Vocabulary focus



Genres listened to



	tempo
pulse
allegro    adagio


R&B
	dynamics
forte
piano


reggae


	texture
unison
solo       drone


Music from around the world. 


	tempo
pulse
beat      downbeat
allegro    adagio 



baroque    classical
romantic  
20th century

	repeat
repetition





jazz  film    
Pop   classical


	Revisit vocabulary taught during the year





classical     romantic 
jazz 

	Singing and playing

	Let Your Spirit Fly

Glockenspiel  
Notes : E F G A B C

	Three Little Birds

Glockenspiel  
Notes: G A C
	Zootime

Ukulele 
C and C7 chords

	

Ukulele
F chord
Strum open strings

	When The Saints
Friendship song

Glockenspiel  
Notes: F G A B C D

	Why Does Music Make A Difference 
Michael Row The Boat Ashore 

Glockenspiel  
Notes: C D F G A


	Improvisation and composition 



	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes C  D 
Compose a melody and accompaniment on untuned percussion using music technology. 

	Compose a melody using C D E G A 
	
	Compose a chord sequence for ukulele 
	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes C D E G A

	Compose an accompaniment for  untuned percussion using music technology. 



	Year 4
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Vocabulary focus



Genres listened to



	tempo
pulse
allegro    adagio
accelerando
rallentando 

pop    folk
jazz
	dynamics
forte
piano  mezzo forte
crescendo 
decrescendo 

disco   musical   Folk 
20t and 21st century orchestral 


	texture
unison
solo       duet
melody  accompaniment


soul   reggae    hiphop
jazz   rock


	tempo
pulse
beat      downbeat
allegro    adagio 
accelerando
rallentando

13th century
baroque    classical
romantic  
20th century

	introduction    outro     chorus     verse     call and response    round
bar     allegro      adagio 



gospel   medieval 
romantic


	Revisit vocabulary taught during the year





gospel    choral 
funk    electronic 
jazz 

	Singing and playing

	Looking In The Mirror
Take Time in Life
Scarborough Fair

Glockenspiel  
Notes : C D E F# G A B C

	Bringing Us Together
Old Joe Clark

Glockenspiel  
Notes: D E F# G A C
	Our Dustbin – partner songs 

Ukulele 
C C7 F G7 chords

	
Ukulele
D m chord
Pluck notes C D E G A

	Train is a comin
O Happy Day

Glockenspiel  
Notes: C D E G A

	You Can See It Through
Connect

Glockenspiel  

Notes: C D E G A


	Improvisation and composition 



	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes C  D E G A
Compose a sound scape for a poem.  

	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes D E F# A B

Compose using online music samplers. 

	
	Compose for ukulele using chords and plucked notes.  
	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes A C D E
Compose a piece with more than 1 section, for untuned percussion instruments. 

	Compose a melody using music technology.  

	Year 5
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Vocabulary focus



Genres listened to



	tempo
pulse
allegro    adagio
moderato
accelerando
rallentando 

South African pop    
20th century orchestral
jazz
	dynamics
forte
piano  mezzo forte
mezzo piano
crescendo 
decrescendo 

pop   minimalist
rock n roll
20th century orchestral 


	texture
unison     drone
solo       duet
melody  accompaniment


rock    hip hop   swing
bossa nova   Motown 


	tempo
pulse
allegro    adagio
moderato
accelerando
rallentando 
time signature

13th century
baroque    classical
romantic  
20th century

	introduction    outro     chorus     verse     call and response    round
bridge


reggae
20th century orchestral


	Revisit vocabulary taught during the year
legato       staccato 




gospel     choral
funk     dance
electronic



	Singing and playing

	Ghost Parade
Freedom

Glockenspiel  
Notes : F G A Bb C

	You Are The Sparkle In My Life
Dreaming of Mars

Glockenspiel  
Notes: C Eb F
	
djembe

	
djembe

	Eerie Canal

Glockenspiel  
Notes: D E F G A

	Look Into The Night

Glockenspiel  
Notes: D E F G A C


	Improvisation and composition 



	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes C  D Eb F G
Compose a melody using music technology.  
	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes C D E F G

Compose using online beat box music samplers. 

	
	Compose a 2 part piece for djembe.   
	Compose music to go with a video using music technology. 

	Compose a drum beat using music technology. 



	Year 6
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Vocabulary focus






Genres listened to



	tempo
pulse
allegro    adagio
moderato
accelerando
rallentando 
time signature


disco     romantic
pop    motown
	dynamics
forte
piano  mezzo forte
mezzo piano
crescendo 
decrescendo 
pianissimo
fortissimo

hip hop    salsa
R&B    gospel


	texture
unison     drone
solo       duet
melody  accompaniment


rock    romantic 
folk      pop


	tempo
pulse
allegro    adagio
moderato
accelerando
rallentando 
time signature

soul     pop
20th century orchestral

	introduction    outro     chorus     verse     call and response    round
bar     allegro      adagio 



gospel   medieval 
romantic


	Revisit vocabulary taught during the year
legato    staccato



medieval
baroque    classical
romantic  
20th century


	Singing and playing

	Disco Fever
Anytime You Want A Calypso

Glockenspiel  
Notes : D- D1

	Wake Up 
O When The Saints – partner songs 

Glockenspiel  
Notes: D Eb F# G A B
	
djembe

	
djembe

	Heal The Earth


	Earth


Glockenspiel  
Notes: F- F1



	Improvisation and composition 



	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes C – C1
Compose a chord sequence using music technology.   
	Improvise on glockenspiel using the notes C D E F G
Compose a melody using music technology. 

	
	Compose a multi-part piece for djembe
	Improvise G – F#
Compose a bass line and drum beat using music technology. 
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