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“Geography is about understanding the world and our place in it.” – Unknown
[bookmark: _Hlk106097678]
Purpose
At Woodside C of E Primary School, we aim for all pupils to learn and achieve through our vision of ‘Together in God’s love we inspire and grow through living life in all its fullness.’ – John 10:10.

Our geography curriculum is carefully designed so that children learn more and remember more over time. Prior learning is revisited frequently, core vocabulary is explicitly taught, and units are constructed to build progressively across each National Curriculum thread.
Children explore the world through enquiry‑led units, each driven by a big question and supported by focused lesson‑level questions that guide assessment for learning.
Lessons begin by revisiting previous learning before new knowledge is introduced through maps, globes, photographs, videos, artefacts and first‑hand experiences.

The aims of the Geography curriculum at Woodside are:
· [bookmark: _Hlk106098075]To inspire, engage and challenge pupils in the designing and making of innovative and functional products
· To develop knowledge of a diverse range of designers, engineers, architects and chefs
· To build knowledge of wide variety of careers within industry locally and nationally and raise aspirations, making use of the local area
· To develop skills as design technologists through mastery of the disciplines of cooking and nutrition, structures, textiles, mechanisms and electrical systems.

Curriculum Organisation
Our curriculum begins in the Early Years, where children learn about their home, school, local places, maps, simple features of the world and contrasts between near and far locations—including early map skills and experiences with globes.
Throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, pupils explore:
· Local geography (Baddesley Ensor, community landmarks, Warwickshire)
· UK geography (London, the seaside, national forests)
· World geography (Africa, Malawi, Amazon, Alps, Americas)
· Physical geography (rivers, mountains, poles, natural disasters)
· Human geography (trade, tourism, sustainability)
Knowledge and skills accumulate over time so that children become confident geographers who understand place, scale, diversity and environmental responsibility.

Each unit is driven by a compelling enquiry question such as:
· How do maps show the local area? (Year 1)
· How do different natural disasters impact on locations and people? (Year 3)
· How do the physical features of rivers impact on locations and people? (Year 4)
· Why is the Amazon rainforest important? (Year 5)
· What is the impact of sustainability on the environment? (Year 6)

Lessons follow a clear sequence:
· Enquiry driver question
· Explicit vocabulary
· Prior knowledge review
· New knowledge shared through multiple sources
· Effective questioning
· Meaningful, geography‑specific task
· Exit ticket answering the enquiry question
This structure ensures children think geographically, ask high‑quality questions, evaluate evidence, and communicate their understanding confidently.

What Makes Woodside’s Geography Curriculum Special?

· A clear, enquiry‑driven model promoting curiosity and deep thinking
· Progressive knowledge and vocabulary built year on year
· Strong links to local context and global understanding
· Purposeful visits and authentic learning opportunities
· Explicit connections to British values, Christian values and cultural diversity
· Regular review of knowledge to build long‑term memory
· Meaningful tasks that build geographical skills, interpretation and reasoning

At Woodside, we don’t just teach geography — we empower children to understand their world and their responsibility within it.













Whole School Long-Term Plan – Geography 
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Identifying my home, family and key rooms
in a house.

Identifying and using key areas in the
classroom, school building and school
grounds.

Identifying and knowing places outside of
school (forest school, St. Nicholas Church)

Knowing other places outside of school
(forest school, St. Nicholas Church, Hoglets,
War memorial, Grendon Church).

Creating maps
Identifijing the uses of different rooms in my
home and at school.

Identifying the jobs people do at home, school
and the local community.

Knowing other places outside of school (forest
school, St. Nicholas Church, Hoglets, the library,
Gayton’s, The Pit wheel, the local shops.)
Understanding and identifying places locally
that are near and far.

Comparing holidays and experiences.
Identifying the location of China on a map, how
we would travel there and if it is near or
Saraway.

Identifiing different transport methods and
recognising that different transport is needed for
different distances. Using a globe or map to
identify near and faraway places.

Use maps and globes to identify key features of
the world (land, sea, roads, filds, paths).
Knowing other places outside school (forest

school, St. Nicholas Church, Hoglets, the library,

Gayton’s, The Pit wheel, the local shops, the rec)

Identifying where animals live in the world using
globes and maps.
Identifiying hot and cold places on Earth (The North
and South Pole and Equator).

Identifijing key features of the seaside
(clifffseashore/pier/promenade).
Locating seaside areas on a map of UK.
Identifying how we travel to the seaside from
Baddesley and Grendon
Identifying the things that we do when we are at
the seaside.

How do maps show the local area?

Case study: Baddesley Ensor

Why do tourists visit the United Kingdom?

Case study: London

How do seasons change the environment?

Case study: The National Forest and Redwood Forest

What are the physical and human Jeatures
of the world?

Case study: Africa

How (s Malawi similar and dfferent to the UK?

Case study: Malawi

How are locations by the coast similar and
different?

Case study: Blackpool and Rio De Janeiro
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How do different natural disasters impact on locations and people? What are the human and physical features of
Warwickshire?

Case study: European country (italy) and Pompeii
Case study: Warwickshire

How do the physical features of rivers impact on locations and people? What are the similarities and dferences between
North and South America?

Case study: Nile and Amazon
Case study: New Orleans and Rio De Janeiro

How do the physical Jeatures of mountains impact on locality? Why s the Amazon rainforest important?
Case study: Alps Case study: Amazon
What is the importance of African trade to How are the physical Jeatures of the Polar What s the impact of sustainability on the
different countries? regions different to the UK? environment?
Case study: Chocolate Case study: Tromsg,
Case study: Peak District





image3.jpeg




